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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  Widnes  for  1953,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  Borough 
compared  very  favourably  with  that  of  previous  years. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a  slight  decrease,  the  adjusted  figure  being  19.9 
per  1,000  compared  with  20.3  per  1,000  in  1952,  but  was  still  much  higher 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  15.5  per  1,000  which  figure 
showed  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  .2  per  1,000. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  also  lower  being  11.4  per  1,000  compared 
with  13.2  per  1,000  in  1952.  This  figure  of  11.4  was  the  same  as  that  for 
England  and  Wales. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  substantial  decrease  in  the  infant  mortality 
rate  which  took  place  in  1951  has  been  maintained;  the  rate  for  1953  being 
34  per  1,000  live  births.  In  1950  the  rate  was  51  per  1,000  births  and  in 
1951  and  1952  it  was  36  and  34  respectively.  There  was  one  maternal 
death  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  lower  than  during  the  previous 
year  due  to  a  decrease  in  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever.  There  were  711 
notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  compared  with  773  cases  in  1952.  For 
the  first  time  since  1949  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough. 

Seventy-five  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  compared 
with  58  cases  the  previous  year.  Deaths  from  the  disease  numbered  10  as 
against  18  in  1952.  There  were  7  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
1  death. 
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Statistics  show  that  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  was  an  extremely 
healthy  period,  probably  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  unusually  mild  weather 
of  Autumn  and  early  Winter.  This  is  reflected  particularly  in  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  and  the  number  of  infant  deaths  during  that  period. 
Only  8.43%  of  all  infectious  diseases  and  6.06%  of  all  infant  deaths  for  the 
year  occurred  during  the  fourth  quarter. 

The  Sanitary  Department  was  functioning  below  strength  for  part  of 
the  year  due  to  difficulties  in  finding  suitable  replacements  for  two  vacancies 
which  occurred.  Nevertheless  the  work  of  the  Department  in  all  aspects 
was  maintained.  Inspectors  have  made  6,582  visits  to  premises;  2,650 
defects,  nuisances  or  contraventions  of  various  acts  were  discovered  and 
1,116  informal  and  382  statutory  notices  were  served.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  35  instances.  832  inspections  of  shops,  food  preparation 
rooms  and  vehicles  were  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts;  139  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Liverpool  City  Analyst  and  127  samples  of  milk  submitted  for 
various  tests  to  the  Bacteriologist.  In  addition  inspections  were  carried  out 
in  respect  of  the  Factories  and  Shops  Acts  and  continued  attention  was 
given  to  the  problems  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year,  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation,  in  particular 
to  Mr.  E.  F.  Starkey,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their,  assistance  at  all 
times. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,178 

Population  at  Census,  1951  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48,795 

Population  Estimated,  1953  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48,860 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.,  No.  of  persons  per  acre)  .  7.92 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931  Census)  .  8,641 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1953  according  to  rate  book)  .  13,418 

Rateable  Value  .  £266,154 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  .  £1,050 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


OF  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  Births:  Males  486,  Females  475  .  961 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — Adjusted  .  .  .  .  19.9 

Number  of  Deaths:  Males  241,  Females  201  .  .  .  .  .  442 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  Crude  .  9.0 

Adjusted  .  .  .  .  11.4 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  519 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  age  of  one  year)  .  .  .  .  33 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Deaths  from  Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Death-rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  .  .  .  .04- 

Death-rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  .  .  .  2.29 

Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .20 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.01 


Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  child  birth — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  .  .  .  46.38 


3 


POPULATION 


The  population  returns  since 

1861  are  given 

below: 

Year 

Population 

Inhabited 

houses 

Average 
per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,519 

5.66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1931 

40,619 

8,534 

4.63 

Est.  1953 

48,860 

13,418 

3.65 

The  Registrar 

General’s  estimate  of  the  population 

for  the  year  1953 

was  48,860.  This  is  an  increase  of  60  over 

the  estimated  population  for  1952. 

births— 

Totals  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  920  469  451  1  _ 

T11  .  .  ..  ..  >  Birth  rate  .  19.9 

Illegitimate  .  41  17  24  J 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  .  15.5 

Illegitimate  Births: 

The  percentage  of  births  which 
15  years  is  as  follows: — 

were  illegitimate  during  each  of  the  past 

1939  . 

.  2.4  per 

cent 

1946  . 

.  7.0 

per 

cent 

1940  . 

.  4.7  per 

cent 

1947  . 

.  4.7 

per 

cent 

1941 

.  4.1  per 

cent 

1948  . 

.  4.5 

per 

cent 

1942  . 

.  5.2  per 

cent 

1949  . 

4.3 

per 

cent 

1943  . 

.  6.0  per 

cent 

1950  . 

.  4.5 

per 

cent 

1944  . 

.  5.6  per 

cent 

1951  . 

.  5.1 

per 

cent 

1945  . 

.  9.8  per 

cent 

1952  . 

4.1 

per 

cent 

1953  . 

.  4.2  per  cent 
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Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  year  1953: 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

5-15  years 

15-25  years 

25-45  years 

45  -  65  years 

65  -  75  years 

Over  75  years 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

1 

- - 

Tuberculosis  (Other  forms)  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Diphtheria 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasms — 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Stomach 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

10 

5 

Lung,  Bronchus 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

15 

10 

1 

Breast 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

5 

2 

LTerus 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

46 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

18 

17 

9 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

19 

15 

Coronory  Disease,  Angina 

39 

14 

14 

11 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

15 

5 

7 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

62 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

17 

31 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

16 

6 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Bronchitis 

18 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

8 

4 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

1 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

4 

Other  diseases 

55 

15 

2 

— 

— 

2 

8 

13 

15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  war 

442 

33 

5 

1 

3 

30  128  130 

112 

CANCER  RESEARCH: 

A  survey  is  being  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Percy  Stocks, 
lately  Chief  Medical  Statistician,  General  Register  Office,  into  recent  cancer 
deaths  on  Merseyside. 

This  survey  involves,  in  addition  to  information  to  he  obtained  from 
Hospitals,  the  collection  of  certain  details  from  relatives  concerning  history 
and  environment  of  the  patient. 


5 


Full  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Health  Department  con¬ 
cerning  the  proximity  of  gas  or  tar  works  and  other  works  emitting  smoke 
or  fumes,  to  cases  who  have  died  from  malignant  neoplasms. 

During  the  year  there  were  112  deaths  recorded  from  cancer  as  com¬ 
pared  with  102  in  1952.  These  figures  were  equivalent  to  2.29  and  2.09 
per  1,000  of  the  population  respectively.  The  provisional  death  rate  from 
this  disease  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  is  1.99  per  1,000. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  age  groups  over  the  past  ten  years  and 

RATES  PER  1,000  OF  POPULATION 


Year 

1  to  14 

15  to 

i 

44 

\ge  Groups 
45  to  64 

65  &  over 

All  ages 

Per  1,000 
total  pop’n. 

1944 

— 

9 

40 

29 

78 

1.80 

1945 

2 

9 

27 

54 

92 

2.18 

1946 

1 

6 

25 

34 

66 

1.47 

1947 

— 

7 

34 

40 

81 

1.75 

1948 

1 

6 

39 

33 

79 

1.66 

1949 

— 

7 

30 

40 

77 

1.60 

1950 

1 

6 

30 

50 

87 

1.70 

1951 

3 

11 

36 

36 

86 

1.75 

1952 

1 

11 

42 

48 

102 

2.09 

1953 

— 

9 

44 

59 

112 

2.29 

Details  of  Cancer  deaths  over  past  four  years 


Rate 

Year 

Age  Groups 

per 

Total 

Site 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  & 

1000 

All 

ages 

over 

pop’n 

M. 

F 

1950 

Stomach 

. 

2 

8 

2 

4 

10 

6 

Lung,  bronchus 

— 

— 

8 

9 

2 

16 

3 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

14 

21 

12 

1.70 

24 

28 

1951 

Stomach 

_ 

2 

12 

7 

2 

11 

12 

Lung,  bronchus 

— 

3 

12 

3 

5 

21 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

8 

12 

10 

9 

1.75 

23 

17 

1952 

Stomach 

_ 

1 

2 

5 

4 

7 

5 

Lung,  bronchus 

— 

3 

17 

9 

2 

26 

5 

Other  sites 

1 

7 

23 

20 

8 

2.09 

24 

35 

1953 

Stomach 

_ 

1 

3 

10 

5 

10 

9 

Lung,  bronchus 

— 

4 

15 

10 

1 

28 

2 

Other  sites 

4 

26 

22 

11 

2.29 

34 

29 
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Details  of  Deaths  due  to  Accidents  during  1953: — 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  deaths  due  to  accidents  which  have 
occurred  during  1953,  indicating  the  ages  of  the  deceased.  Five  of  these 
accidents  occurred  outside  the  Borough  and  once  again  there  were  no 
deaths  as  a  result  of  any  happening  in  a  factory  or  other  industrial  estab¬ 
lishment. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


</3 


<L> 

Pn 

C/3 

fart 

C/3 

u 

S2 

<u 

C/3 

G 

C3 

a 

<u 

>> 

C3 

<u 

>> 

>> 

u 

>> 

in 

in 

VO 

<u 

>> 

in 

VO 

T) 

#— i 

in 

• 

i 

<D 

cd 

w 

G 

P 

1 

i 

in 

in 

45 

> 

0 

O 

H 

Road  traffic  accidents 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Falls  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

6 

Drowning 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

Fire  (Asphyxia) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals  in  age  groups  . 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

5 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 
Widnes  which  occurred  in  institutions  during  the  year  1953: — 


Widnes  Maternity  Home  (Infants  3)  .  3 

Whiston  County  Hospital  (Infants  20)  .  .  .  .  172 

St.  Helens  Providence  Hospital  .  .  .  ......  .  2 

St.  Helens  Isolation  Hospital  (Infants  2)  .  2 

Warrington  Infirmary  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Warrington  General  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Warrington  Isolation  Hospital  (Infants  1)  .  1 

Liverpool  Royal  Southern  Hospital  .  .  .  .  3 

„  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital .  1 

„  Broadgreen  Hospital  .  4 

„  Alder  Hey  Hospital  (Infants  1)  1 

„  Smithdown  Road  Hospital  (Infants  1)  2 

,,  Royal  Infirmary .  2 

*,  Radium  Institute .  3 

„  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  .  1 

U.S.A.F.  Hospital,  Burtonwood  (Infants  2)  .  .  .  3 

Other  hospitals  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


Total  207 
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Adjusted  live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  1.01) — 19.9  per  1,000. 
Adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  1.26) — 11.4  per  1,000. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough: 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  statistics,  supplied  by  the  Statistical  Division  of  the 
General  Register  Office,  are  shown  together  with  the  corresponding  data 
in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Widnes. 


160  Smaller 

160  County 

Towns 

England 

Boroughs  & 

Resident 

Borough 

and 

Great  Towns 

population 

of 

Wales 

(inc.  London) 

25/50,000 

Widnes 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

population 

Births— 

Live  births  . 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

19.9 

Still  births  .  .  . 

0.35 

22.4  (a) 

0.43 

24.8  (a) 

0.34 

21.4  (a) 

0.55 

27.3  (a) 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

11.4 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.20 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.04 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

polioencephalitis)  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.32 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

2.74 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

2.51 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.16 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.57 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.22 

polioencephalitis)  . 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.04 

Non-paralytic  . 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

18.23(a) 

24.33(a) 

12.46(a) 

1.01(a) 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

26.8(b) 

30.8 

24.3 

34.3 

under  2  years  of  age 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.0 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births. 

Births. 
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The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1923,  1933,  1943  and  are  shown 
together  with  comparable  data  relating  to  the  year  under  review. 


Estimated  population 

1953 

48,880 

1943 

42,870 

1933 

41,380 

1923 

40,870 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

19.7 

21.5 

18.8 

25.3 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  population 

9.0 

12.9 

11.6 

11.1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1.000  births 

34 

76 

62 

68 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  . 

1.01 

1.06 

Nil 

1.93 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

1 

9 

5 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

2 

3 

8 

„  Whooping  Cough  . 

Nil 

3 

3 

15 

„  Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

1 

1 

5 

„  Resp.  Tuberculosis 

10 

40 

39 

32 

„  Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

1 

6 

9 

7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  from  Cancer 

2.29 

1.50 

1.03 

.78 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age — percentage  of  total 

45.24 

— 

65.65 

66.67 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  causes  of  death  of  infants  during  1953  are  recorded  in  the  following 
table: — 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1  -  2  weeks 

2-  3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

_ 

4 

Prematurity  . 

11 

1 

1 

— 

13 

— 

— 

—  —  13 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1  —  6 

Bronchitis  . 

1  —  1 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—  —  2 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  —  1 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases . 

1  1  2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  —  1 

Gastro  enteritis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  —  2 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

17 

4 

1 

1 

23 

4 

2 

3  1  33 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year 
was  33.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  34  per  1,000  live  births, 
which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  47  per  1,000  live  births  for  the 
preceding  five  year  period. 


10 


-vjCDOO^DtD 

uiouioctocna  cn  o  o*i  o  ci  o  cn 


1S34 

5  • 

6  ■ 

7 

8  ■ 
9 

1940 
1  . 
2  ■ 

3  . 

4  ■ 

5  - 

6  ' 

7 

8  < 
9  - 

1950  ■ 
1 

2 

3 


■  .  *mm  *  ■  ■  ■  h  ■  i  |  I  fci 


11 


INFANT  MORTALITY 
DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES — 

Bacteriological  Examinations — 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1953  were: — 

Nose  and  Throat . 14.  Faeces . 72.  Blood . 2. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1952  was  122. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 
(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year — 


DISEASE 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

134 

96 

— 

Para-typhoid 

— 

- — 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

11 

1 

16 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

1 

— - 

Measles 

419 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

123 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

1 

• — 

T  uberculosis— 

cm  . 

33 

— 

8 

(a)  Pulmonary  s  F 

42 

— 

2 

[_  Total 

75 

— 

10 

f  M  . 

6 

. 

1 

(b)  Non- Pulmonary  F 

1 

— 

— 

f  Total 

7 

— 

1 
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(ii)  Analysis  of  notifiable  diseases  in  age  groups— f 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Total  Cases  at  Q 

all  ages 

M 

CO 

Under  1  year 

■^—1 

O 

1-2  years 

Tl 

1 

3-4  years  q 

5-9  years 

10  -  14  years 

15-24  years 

25  -  44  years 

45  -  64  years 

65  years  &  over 

Scadet  Fever 

134 

2 

11 

28 

62 

26 

3 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

419 

17 

113 

136 

147 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

123 

17 

40 

29 

34 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

11 

2 

3 

— • 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  inf. 

2 

1 

— 

*  — 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

2 

— 

- - 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Non-paralytic 

Dysentery 

5 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

M 

33 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

11 

9 

— 

F 

42 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

17 

21 

2 

— 

Non-Resp.  Tuberculosis 

M 

6 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

793 

40 

171 

196 

251 

35 

36 

44 

18 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 

There  were  no  eases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever — 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
numbers  of  cases  notified  during  the  preceding  five  years  were:  1948-99; 
1949-150;  1950-95;  1951-89;  1952-159. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  and  the  cases  were  all  of  a  mild 
type. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis — 

There  were  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  both  of 
which  were  of  a  mild  nature. 
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Diphtheria — 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  past 
twelve  years: — 


Year 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Year 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

1942 

95 

4 

1948 

1943 

30 

2 

1949 

2 

— 

1944 

23 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

1945 

14 

— 

1951 

— 

— — 

1946 

19 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

1947 

4 

— 

1953 

1 

— 

No  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  the  Borough  since  1943  and  none 
of  the  fatal  cases  recorded  in  the  above  table  had  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

The  low  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough  is  directly  attributable 
to  the  high  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  the  disease.  The  case 
notified  during  the  year  under  review,  the  first  since  1949,  was  an  adult, 
and  although  clinically  a  case  of  diphtheria  no  confirmation  was  obtained 
bacteriologically. 


Tuberculosis — 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1953  will  be  found  in  the  following  table: — 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Years 

Under  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

1—  4 

2 

— 

2  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

5—  9 

2 

1 

1  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10—14 

1 

1 

2  1 

— 7 

— 

— -  — 

15—19 

4 

9 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

20—24 

4 

8 

1  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

25—34 

6 

14 

—  — 

1 

1 

1  — 

35 — 44 

5 

7 

—  — 

1 

1 

—  — 

45—54 

7 

2 

—  — 

2 

i 

3 

— 

—  — 

55—64 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

33 

42 

6  1 

8 

2 

1  — 

Totals 

75 

7 

10 

1 

The  ratio  of  non-notihed  tuberculosis  deaths  over  notified  was  3/11. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
30  years: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Annual 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

average 

of 

of 

of 

of 

population 

population 

population 

population 

1923-1927 

1.48 

0.89 

1.27 

0.19 

1928-1932 

1.37 

0.93 

0.94^ 

0.21 

1933-1937 

0.96 

0.65 

0.77 

.0.19 

1938-1942 

0.82 

0.63 

0.52 

0.12 

1943-1947 

1.03 

0.66 

0.46 

0.09 

1948-1952 

1.16 

0.44 

0.30 

0.06 

1953 

1.53 

0.20 

0.14 

0.02 

The  increase  in  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year 
under  review  over  those  of  the  previous  year  has  been  influenced  by  the 
findings  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  was  operating  in  the  Borough 
during  the  summer.  The  partial  success  of  modern  treatment  in  advanced 
cases  could  also  be  responsible  for  some  increase  in  the  disease  because, 
as  a  result,  there  is  a  prolongation  of  the  period  during  which  some  cases 
remain  in  the  community  in  an  infectious  state.  These  same  advances  have, 
however,  also  greatly  increased  the  proportion  of  patients  who  are  rendered 
sputum  negative  under  treatment. 

Deaths  from  the  disease  have  again  shown  a  decrease  and  in  1953  the 
decrease  is  a  very  substantial  one,  reaching  the  comparatively  very  low 
figure  of  10.  The  case  rate  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  has  further 
decreased  and  there  was  only  one  death.  Another  cause  for  satisfaction 
is  the  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported  as  having 
recovered  from  the  disease,  viz.,  7  respiratory  and  22  non-respiratory  cases 
compared  with  2  and  20  respectively  during  1952.  It  is,  of  course,  this 
recovery  rate  and  decreasing  death  rate  which  is  proving  the  value  of  early 
notification  and  the  modern  methods  of  treatment  which  I  discussed  in  my 
report  for  1952. 


A  comparison  with  the  figures  of  20  years  ago  shows  that  the  severity 
of  the  disease  when  discovered  is  generally  much  less  and  is  to  a  far  larger 
extent  kept  under  control  than  it  was  in,  for  example,  1933,  when  although 
the  notifications  of  the  disease  were  less  the  number  of  deaths  was  nearly 
three  hundred  per  cent  higher  than  for  the  year  under  review. 


Mass  Radiography  Survey — 

In  January  1953  I  was  approached  by  the  Regional  Tuberculosis 
Department  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  proposing  that  a 
Mass  Radiography  Survey  be  carried  out  in  Widnes.  Suitable  accom¬ 
modation  was  provided  in  the  Frederick  Street  Methodist  Sunday  School. 
General  Practitioners  and  other  interested  persons  were  circularised  and 
the  Unit  functioned  from  April  to  July  1953. 
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The  following  is  the  result  of  the  survey  for  which  figures  I  am  indebted 
to  Dr.  A.  R.  Corrado,  Medical  Director  of  the  No.  2  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 


Total 

Grand 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  of  miniature  examinations 

8,443 

6,528 

14,971 

Classification  of  cases  diagnosed  : — 

Active  pulmonary  tuberculosis . 

19 

17 

36 

Inactive  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (post-primary) 

49 

24 

73 

Bronchiectasis 

14 

6 

20 

Pneumoconiosis  . 

5 

1 

6 

Neoplasm 

7 

— 

7 

Cardiac  abnormalities  . 

35 

34 

69 

Other  abnormalities 

363 

172 

535 

Cases  not  yet  diagnosed 

— 

— 

— 

Total  abnormals 

492 

254 

746 

Total  normals 

7,951 

6,274 

14,225 

Grand  Total 

8,443 

6,528 

14,971 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  were  36  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
cases  diagnosed  and  73  were  classified  as  inactive  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(post  primary). 

The  problem  of  inactivity  is  difficult.  Many  of  those  so  classified  now 
will  be  kept  under  clinical  supervision  and  some  will  flare  up  eventually 
and  become  active.  The  figure;,  therefore,  must  be  regarded  as  provisional 
only. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply — 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  by  pumping  from  the 
deep  wells  at  Stockwells,  Netherly  and  Belle  Vale  stations,  and  an  additional 
bulk  supply  (upland  surface)  from  Liverpool  Corporation. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  samples  of  the  raw  water  were  examined 
by  the  Bacteriologist  and  13  by  the  Analyst.  Of  the  water  going  into  supply, 
where  treatment  is  installed,  138  samples  were  examined  by  the  Bacterio¬ 
logist  and  one  by  the  Analyst.  All  these  samples  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Closet  Accommodation 


There  are  49  privy  middens  but  they  are  situated  in  the  rural  parts  of 
the  Borough  and  cannot  be  converted  owing  to  the  absence  of  adequate 
sewers.  There  are  thirteen  waste  closets  in  existence  and  it  is  calculated 
that  12,695  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 


Refuse  Removal — 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highways  Department,  for 
which  purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used.  There  is  one  dry  ashpit  and  49 
ashpits  attached  to  privies.  The  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  portable  bins. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District — 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  as  follows: — 


Defects  or  Nuisances:  No.  Discovered  .  .  2,650 

No.  Abated  2,316 

No.  being  dealt  with  .  334 

No.  of  Notices  served  — Informal  .  .  1,116 

Statutory  382 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  35 

No.  of  premises  visited  .  .  .  3,116 

No.  of  visits  made  6,582 


Premises  kept  under  observation 

Number  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Factories 

182 

83 

Bakehouses  . 

17 

18 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

Milkshops  . 

124 

132 

Food  Premises . 

425 

706 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

99 

157 

Common  Lodginghouses  . 

5 

62 

Tents  and  Caravans  . 

11 

30 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
have  occurred . 

229 

238 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  . 

206 

— 

Disinfestation — 

Forty-three  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation  and  81  private  dwellings 
were  treated  during  the  year  because  of  verminous  infestation. 

In  addition  householders  are  encouraged  to  carry  out  disinfestation 
and  are  supplied  with  suitable  insecticides. 
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Rodent  Control — 

;  -  •  .  .  r  .  ,  |  t  *  ,  f  •  i  *  ,  !  '  •  -  f 

Two  whole-time  rodent  operatives  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  carried  out  their  work  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 


and  Fisheries, 
appended. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 

during 

the  period  is 

Premises 

N  umber 
treated 

Pre¬ 

bait 

applied 

(lbs.) 

Poison 

bait 

applied 

(lbs.) 

Estimated 
destruction 
rats  mice 

Bodies  found 

rats  mice 

Public  Sewers 
Manholes 

1530 

183 

35 

420 

_ 

10  — 

Dwellinghouses 

193 

53 

66 

268 

831 

34  129 

Other  Premises 

103 

121 

96 

491 

711 

74  190 

During  the  year  the  Department  received  358  complaints;  197  were 
in  respect  of  mice  and  161  for  rats.  The  premises  concerned  were,  for 
mice — 18  factories,  22  shops,  125  dwellinghouses,  10  schools,  15  other 
premises.  For  rats — 20  factories,  8  schools,  4  shops,  112  dwellinghouses, 
17  other  premises.  A  100%  and  a  10%  treatment  of  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement — 

During  the  year  every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  the  amount  of  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  due  to  the  emission  of  smoke  from  factories  within  the 
Borough.  Close  liaison  was  maintained  during  the  year  with  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Alkali  Works. 

The  average  deposit  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough  during  1953  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  228.96  tons  per  square  mile.  This  is  a  decrease  of  11.41  tons  on 
the  figure  for  the  year  1952  when  240.37  tons  per  square  mile  was  recorded, 
and  61.10  tons  less  than  for  1951. 

Sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  is  recorded  by  the  lead  peroxide  method  as 
milligrams  of  sulphur  trioxide  absorbed  per  day  on  100  sq.  cm.  of  exposed 
surface  treated  with  lead  peroxide.  The  daily  average  for  1953  was  2.09 
milligrams.  This  is  an  increase  of  .58  on  the  figure  for  1952  which  was 
1.51  milligrams. 

A  comprehensive  report  on  atmospheric  pollution,  with  particular 
reference  to  Widnes,  was  prepared  during  the  year  and  presented  to  the 
Health  Committee.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  report  to  give  a  clear  picture 
of  the  origins  of  the  problem  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  being  tackled  in 
Widnes.  Recommendations  were  made  which  were  endorsed  by  the  Health 
Committee. 

Much  publicity  was  given  to  the  report  in  the  various  journals  and  it 
was  favourably  received.  Requests  for  copies  were  received  from  various 
interested  bodies  including  the  Government  Air  Pollution  Committee  of 
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the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  who  hoped  that  it  would 
assist  them  in  their  investigations.  The  following  is  a  very  brief  summary 
of  the  report: — 

The  Problem  in  General: 

This  dealt  with  the  causes  and  sources  of  pollution,  apportionment  of 
the  responsibility  between  industry  arid  dwelling  houses,  and  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  atmospheric  pollution.  The  legislation  relating  to  air  pollution, 

i.e.,  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  the  Alkali  Works  Regulations,  Byelaws  and 
private  enactments,  was  examined  in  detail. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  in  Widnes: 

This  section  considered  the  problem  as  it  applies  to  Widnes  which 
differs  from  most  other  towns  in  the  nature  of  its  industries.  A  brief  his¬ 
torical  survey  showed  how  in  little  over  a  hundred  years  Widnes  was 
transformed  from  "a  pretty  sunny  hamlet”  to  a  large  town  manufacturing 
heavy  chemicals.  Details  were  also  given  of  the  efforts  of  the  local  authority 
to  combat  the  problem.  These  included  association  with  national  and  local 
bodies,  publicity  and  education. 

Final  Observations  and  Recommendations: 

The  recommendations  mentioned  above  were: — 

1.  The  use  of  approved  appliances  in  dwellinghouses  should  be 
encouraged  and  enforced  by  every  means  available. 

2.  A  close  observation  should  be  maintained  on  national  policy  with 
regard  to  smokeless  fuels. 

3.  Association  with  various  local  and  national  bodies  concerned  with 
smoke  abatement  should  be  continued  and  fostered. 

4.  Prior  approval  should  be  made  of  all  new  industrial  combustion 
plant,  at  first  by  informal  methods  and  later  by  legislation. 

5.  The  fullest  use  should  be  made  of  all  opportunities  to  add  to  the 
statutory  powers  of  the  local  authority. 

Appendices: 

Appendices  to  the  report  gave  details  under  the  following  headings: — 
The  Nature  of  Smoke. 

Methods  of  Measurement. 

Fuels — Industrial  and  Domestic. 

Diagrams  and  Maps: 

Sources  of  Industrial  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Average  Monthly  Deposits  for  1952. 

Average  Rainfall  and  Observations  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  by  the  Lead 
Peroxide  Method  1948/1952. 

Average  Rainfall  and  Average  Deposits  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile 
1948/1952. 

Incidence  of  Wind  Direction — 1952. 
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Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  with  the  Deposit  Gauge: — 

The  amount  of  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile,  and  the  average 
rainfall,  during  1953,  was  as  follows: — 


Month 

Health 

Centre 

Liverpool 

Road 

Crow  Wood 
Hospital 

Halebank 

Farnworth 

Average 

Rainfall 

inches 

January 

34.33 

18.69 

19.48 

11.25 

14.99 

1.2 

February 

26.17 

— 

— 

7.84 

10.02 

1.46 

March 

35.22 

13.96 

16.65 

25.95 

17.10 

1.03 

April 

24.07 

16.04 

14.17 

23.00 

10.74 

2.21 

May 

23.76 

17.14 

36.08 

18.29 

13.07 

2.19 

June 

13.04 

12.21 

20.24 

11.62 

9.34 

1.45 

July 

33.52 

20.89 

38.50 

17.26 

19.77 

3.52 

August 

27.75 

17.44 

37.34 

14,72 

14.68 

3.05 

September 

31.04 

17.68 

18.68 

20.40 

13.55 

3.07 

October 

34.78 

20.14 

18.78 

15.58 

13.34 

1.40 

November 

31.75 

14.07 

19.41 

10.10 

11.64 

2.46 

December 

34.51 

19.31 

17.62 

15.83 

14.28 

1.07 

Monthly 

Average 

29.16 

17.05 

23.36 

15.99 

13.54 

2.00 

Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  the  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus: 

The  measurement  in  milligrammes  of  S03  per  day  per  100  square 
centimeters  of  lead  peroxide  during  1953  was  as  follows: — 


Month 

Health 

Centre 

Liverpool 

Road 

Crow  Wood 
Hospital 

Halebank 

Farnworth 

January 

3.98 

2.36 

3.39 

1.58 

2.34 

February 

3.61 

2.13 

3.24 

1.29 

2.25 

March 

3.24 

2.61 

2.68 

2.03 

2.07 

April 

2.92 

2.05 

1.83 

1.64 

1.45 

May 

2.49 

1.61 

1.43 

1.35 

1.13 

June 

1.85 

1.36 

1.21 

1.35 

1.01 

July 

2.81 

1.21 

1.65 

.61 

.88 

August 

2.36 

1.13 

1.65 

.57 

.88 

September 

3.28 

1.66 

1.92 

1.06 

1.24 

October 

3.36 

2.12 

2.00 

1.47 

1.94 

November 

5.14 

2.27 

4.24 

1.37 

2.23 

December 

3.61 

2.62 

2.64 

2.08 

2.25 

Monthly 

Average 

3.22 

1.92 

2.32 

1.36 

1.64 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply — 

The  number  of  milk  dealers  other  than  cow-keepers  on  the  register 
was  124.  There  were  12  dealers  licences  for  the  distribution  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  27  for  the  distribution  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  122  for  the 
distribution  of  Sterilised  Milk  issued  during  the  year.  One  Pasteuriser’s 
Licence  and  one  Supplementary  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  were  also  issued. 

One  hundred  and  two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Liverpool  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination  under  the  Methylene 
Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests,  and  8  samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  examined 
under  the  Turbidity  test.  These  were  all  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Seven¬ 
teen  samples  of  raw  milk  were  subjected  to  biological  tests,  principally 
for  tuberculosis  and  all  but  one  of  these  samples  were  reported  to  be 
wholesome.  The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who,  after  clinical  examination  and  further 
biological  tests  of  samples  submitted  a  final  report  to  the  effect  that  the  cows 
in  question  were  non-tuberculous. 

During  the  year  79  samples  of  milk  and  one  sample  of  cream  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Liverpool  City  Analyst.  There  were  59  legal  samples 
of  which  7  were  found  not  to  be  of  the  standard  required,  and  21  non-legal 
samples  of  which  2  were  unsatisfactory.  In  the  cases  of  unsatisfactory 
legal  samples  vendors  were  warned  against  future  contraventions. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  3)  Order  1953: 

The  above  Order  dated  the  17th  December  1953  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  January  1954,  making  it  illegal  for  any  person  to  sell  by  retail, 
for  human  consumption,  any  milk,  other  than  milk  which  may  be  sold  as 
specially  designated  milk  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  and  1950,  or  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations  1949 
to  1953,  and  all  retailers  selling  milk  in  the  areas  specified  (whether  or  not 
their  premises  are  situated  in  any  such  area)  will  need  to  be  licenced  by  the 
appropriate  licencing  authority  to  use  a  special  designation  in  relation  to 
milk.  Widnes  comprises  part  of  Specified  Area  No.  1  which  also  includes, 
amongst  other  Local  Authorities,  the  County  Boroughs  of  Warrington  and 
St.  Helens,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Whiston  and  Warrington. 

This  Order  is  one  which  is  welcomed  by  all  those  concerned  with  the 
public  health  and  which  should  be  put  into  effect  with  little  inconvenience 
in  view  of  the  already  large  percentage  of  consumers  in  Widnes  already 
buying  specially  designated  milk. 
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Ice  Cream: 

During  the  year  the  sale  ot  ice-cream  was  carried  on  from  99  premises 
which  included  one  place  ol  manufacture.  These  premises  were  found, 
upon  inspection,  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  condition  and  to  be  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  The  appropriate  sections  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  were  strictly 
enforced  and  it  was  found  that  dealers  and  manufacturer  were  ready  to 
co-operate  with  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  this  respect. 

Fifteen  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  for  the  estimation 
of  sugar  and  fat  content.  These  samples  were  reported  to  be  of  a  high 
standard  with  two  exceptions  which  were  slightly  deficient  in  other  solids. 
In  addition  13  samples  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  examination  and 
were  classified  by  him  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 —  11  samples  Grade  2 —  1  sample 
Grade  3 —  nil  Grade  4 —  1  sample 

Particular  attention  was  maintained  in  respect  of  the  cleanliness  of 
road  vehicles.  These  continued  to  be  generally  well  equipped  to  maintain 
as  high  a  standard  of  hygienic  handling  as  is  possible  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  department  tries  to  ensure  that  salesmen  make  full  use  of 
these  facilities. 

Close  attention  was  also  given  to  the  sale  of  water  ices,  both  from  the 
point  of  view  of  hygienic  handling  and  purity  of  content.  Thirteen  samples 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  or  bacteriological  examination  and 
were  reported  to  be  pure  and  wholesome. 

Food  Preparation: 

During  the  year  a  total  of  706  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food 
is  stored,  prepared,  or  sold  and  136  street  trading  and  food  delivery  vehicles 
were  inspected.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  or  to  give  verbal  instruc¬ 
tions  in  39  instances  where  conditions  did  not  comply  with  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act.  These  were  largely  in  respect  of  the  cleansing  of  floors  and  walls 
and  the  exposure  of  food  and  food  trays  to  contamination  by  flies,  etc.,  in 
shops  and  food  preparation  rooms.  Our  instructions  were,  in  all  cases,  com¬ 
plied  with.  Warnings  were  also  given  to  van  drivers  and  owners  with 
regard  to  the  unclean  state  of  the  interior  of  vans,  travelling  with  doors 
open,  etc.  These  warnings  have  the  desired  effect  and  keep  the  sales¬ 
men  alive  to  their  responsibilities  to  the  consumer. 

Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers) 
Act  1951,  Section  14: 

There  were  two  Certificates  of  Registration  as  a  Hawker  and  two  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  Registration  of  Premises  issued  during  the  year. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the 
year: — 


Food 

Tins,  Jars, 
pkts. 

lbs. 

Evaporated  milk  . 

63 

Fruit  . 

424 

40 

— 

Vegetables . 

94 

— 

— 

Tomatoes  . 

47 

46 

— 

Coconut  bars 

— 

— 

38 

Soup 

18 

— 

— • 

Butter 

— 

n  • 

— 

Condensed  Milk  . 

6 

— 

Corn  Flakes 

3 

— 

— 

Oats  . 

— 

if 

— 

Spaghetti  . 

1 

— 

- — 

Chicken  paste  . 

1 

— 

'  — 

Jelly  . 

1 

— 

— 

Rice  . 

— 

30 

— 

Malted  Milk  . 

5 

— 

— 

Stewed  steak 

43 

— 

— 

Corned  beef 

1 

20 

— 

Sausage  . 

— 

44£ 

— 

Jellied  veal 

— 

6 

— 

Minced  meat  loaf  . 

6 

43 

— 

Luncheon  meat  . 

28 

13J 

— 

Irish  stew  . 

6 

— 

— 

Cheese  . 

38 

9 

— 

Beef  . 

— 

236£ 

— 

Bacon  . 

— 

274i 

— - 

Frozen  egg  . 

— 

16 

— 

Chocolate  tea  cakes  . 

— 

— 

48 

Swiss  rolls  . 

— 

— 

5 

Currant  cakes 

— 

— 

2 

Apple  juice  . 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  . 

1 

— 

— 

Mutton  . 

— 

76 

— 

Blackcurrant  pulp  . 

— 

27£ 

— 

Baby  food  . 

7 

— 

— 

Boiled  ham 

— 

116 

— 

Semolina  . 

— 

22 

— 

Sultanas  . 

— 

240 

— 

Pickles  . 

5 

— 

— 

Cream  . 

6 

— 

1  gall 

Sardines  . 

8 

— 

— 

Veal  and  ham 

1 

— 

— 

Spinach 

1 

— 

— 

Tongue  . 

— 

72 

— 

Rock  lobster  . 

10 

— 

— 

Fish  paste  . 

31 

— 

— 

Sauce  . 

1 

— 

— 

Pilchards  . 

27 

— 

— 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Acts  1938-50  and  results  received  from  the  Analyst. 


Sample  of 

No.  of 
samples 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 

Remarks 

Milk  . 

78 

68 

10 

Slight  deficiencies. 

Pork  sausage  . 

2 

1 

1 

Slightly  deficient  of  meat. 

Beef  sausage  . 

5 

5 

— 

Sponge  flour  mixture . 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  . 

1 

1 

r - 

Meringue  powder 

1 

I 

— 

White  pepper . 

3 

3 

— 

Sugared  coconut 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  cakes  ...... 

3 

3 

— 

Tongue  paste  . 

1 

1 

— 

Shredded  beef  suet 

4 

3 

1 

Non-legal  sample 

Ice  Cream 

15 

13 

2 

Slightly  deficient  in  other 
solids. 

Scotch  whisky 

2 

2 

— 

Lemon  cheese . 

1 

1 

— 

Self-raising  flour 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  almonds 

1 

1 

— 

Corn-flour 

1 

1 

■ — 

Saccharin 

1 

1 

— 

Coca-Cola  . 

1 

1 

— 

Honey  . 

1 

1 

— 

Lolly-ices  . 

8 

8 

— 

Custard  powder 

1 

1 

— 

Iced  squares  . 

1 

1 

— 

Rice  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  . 

1 

1 

— 

Jam  . 

2 

2 

— 
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Below  is  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  by  type  of  business: 


Type  of  business 


No. 


Butchers  (including  cooked  meat  preparation)  .  .  .  46 

Grocers  and  general  stores  .  .  .  .  .  136 

Greengrocers  (including  lishmongers)  .  .  .  42 

Fried  fish  premises  .  ......  .  .  .  .  38 

Catering  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Confectioners  and  sweetshops  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Bakeries  .  .  .  .  ......  .  .  17 

Works  canteens  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Licensed  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  .  .  ......  .  .  1 


The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  is  as  follows: 


Type  of  business 


No.  registered 
at  31.12.53 


Sweets  and  tobacco  and  newsagents 
Grocery 

Confectioners  and  grocers  . 

Fish  and  chips  shops . 

Cafes  and  snack  bars . 

General  dealers 

Wholesale  manufacturer  . 

Schools  . 

Fruit  and  vegetables . 

Park  pavilion  .  . 

Market  stall  . 


28 


41 

7 


7 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected,  during  the  year — 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  462 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  .  .  .  .  .  431 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  .  .  31 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,680 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  5,174 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head 

1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  32 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  .  .  120 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notice — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  430 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  363 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  488 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  2 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936: 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

Housing  Act ,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding — 

(a)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported. 


during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  529 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  451 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1?567 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections: — 


Number 

on 

register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

45 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

137 

69 

16 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

Total 

182 

83 

16 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: — 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness.  (S.l.)  . 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding.  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation.  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors. 
(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences.  (S.7.) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

14 

14 

— 

9 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

3 

2 

1 

___ 

Total  . 

19 

18 

1 

10 

— 
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